Warm Up Activity 
Excerpt from The Zimmerman Telegram by Barbara Tuchman.

The first message of the morning watch plopped out of the pneumatic tube into a wire basket with no more premonitory rattle than usual. The duty officer at the British Naval Intelligence twisted open the cartridge and examined the German wireless intercept it contained without noting anything of unusual significance. When a glance showed him that the message was in non-naval code, he sent it in to the Political Section in the inner room and thought no more about it. The date was January 17, 1917, past the halfway mark of a war that had already ground through thirty months of reckless carnage and no gain. (p. 3)
Source – Tuchman, B. W. (1979). The Zimmerman Telegram. Ballantine Books: New York.
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“¥e intend to begin on the first of February
unrestricted submarine werfere. We shall endeavow
1n epite of this to keep the United States of
americs neutrel. In the event of this not succeed-
ing, we make Mexico & propossl of alliance on the
following besis: make war together, make peace
together, gemerous financial support and an under-
stending on our part that Mextco 1s to reconquer
the lost territory in Texss, New Mexico, and
arizona. The settlement in detail fs left to you.
You will nform the President of the sbove most
secretly &s soon as the outbreak of war with the
United Stetes of America 18 certain and add the
auggestion that e should, on his own initlative,
e Japen to fumediste adherence snd at the same
time mediate betwsen Japan and ourselves. Please
call the President's attention to the fact that

the ruthless employment of our submerines now
offera the prospect of compelling England In &

few monthe to make peace.” Signed, LIi





Source: Electronic copy of telegram from U.S. National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.








