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Teacher Self-Assessment: Using Vocabulary Strategies

Purpose	Reading specialists and language arts coordinators can use this tool to help teachers reflect on ways that they embed vocabulary instruction into content area lessons. In addition, teachers can conduct a self-assessment to think about current practices and generate ideas for incorporating vocabulary strategies into content lessons.
Materials  	Content Area Vocabulary: Activities Packet  
	Middle School Math: Vocabulary Building Lesson and Related Materials
Media 	Explicit Vocabulary Teaching Strategies, interview with Mary Beth Curtis, Harvard University (7:43)

Greek Myths: Understanding Word Roots and Meanings, multimedia presentation with teacher from Pocomoke Middle School (4:32)

Building Vocabulary in Middle School Math Class, multimedia presentation with teacher from KIPP San Francisco Bay Academy (5:52)
Topic	Adolescent Literacy 
Practice 	Vocabulary Instruction
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Teacher Self-Assessment: Using Vocabulary Strategies

Teacher reflects on a recently completed content lesson, notes level of satisfaction with vocabulary components and strategies, and suggests ideas for improvement.

	Embedded Vocabulary Instruction Components
	Very satisfied
	Somewhat satisfied
	Not satisfied
	Ideas for Improvement

	Planning lessons

	Includes vocabulary goals 
	
	
	
	

	Embeds explicit vocabulary strategies in lesson
	
	
	
	

	Allots adequate time to teach vocabulary 
	
	
	
	

	Selecting words

	1. Identifies new words from text 
	
	
	
	

	Includes relevant words from schoolwide list
	
	
	
	

	Using explicit strategies

	1. Reviews words learned from previous lessons
	
	
	
	

	Introduces and provides clear explanation of new words
	
	
	
	

	Builds on students’ prior knowledge
	
	
	
	

	Provides repeated exposure to new words
	
	
	
	

	Uses multiple and varied contexts to teach vocabulary 
	
	
	
	

	Scaffolding Independent Strategies

	1. Helps students develop strategies for independent learning
	
	
	
	

	Models strategies for defining word meanings (e.g., context cues, word structure, and component analysis) 
	
	
	
	

	Provides reference materials, such as computer software and textbook glossaries
	
	
	
	

	Providing practice opportunities

	1. Provides in-class time and opportunities for independent practice of strategies
	
	
	
	

	Extends practice through follow up activities, such as computer-based experiences and homework assignments
	
	
	
	

	Assessing learning

	1. Encourages multiple ways for students to show understanding
	
	
	
	

	Monitors student learning through frequent checks throughout lesson
	
	
	
	

	Conducts formal assessment to document student understanding
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Research Evidence

Level of Evidence: Strong
Research has shown that explicit instruction promotes studentss vocabulary acquisition. The
expert panel reviewed randomized controlled experimental studies and well-designed quasi-
experiments that examined the effectiveness of a wide variety of vacabulary instruction
strategies. The research supporting explicit vocabulary instruction included students in upper
elementary, middle, and high schaals fram diverse geographic regions and socioecanamic
backgrounds.

Studies that examined studentss" scores an the vacabulary subtests of standardized reading
tests demonstrated that explicit vocabulary instruction had a substantial effect on studentss
vocabulary acquisition in the context of a variety of texts, including prose, expository texts,
and specialized word lists. Moreover, research has shown that the integration of explicit
vocabulary instruction into the existing content area curriculum in content areas such as
science or sacial studies enhanced studentsa' ability to acquire textbook vocabulary.

In addition, research studies have yislded positive effects in teaching students to become
independent learners by analyzing semantic and syntactic features of words and building on
relationships between new wards and previously acquired vacabulary. Some studies used
multiple methods (for example, syntactic and semantic analysis, context clues and semantic.
analysis, semantic analysis and multiple sensary experiences) ta promate vacabulary
scaquisition.

Key Research

Baumann, J. F., Edwards, €. C., Boland, E. M., Olejnik, S., & Kame'enui, E.J. (2003).

Vocabulary tricks: Effects of instruction in morphology and context on fifth-arade students'

ability to derive and infer word meanings.

American Educational Research Journal, 40(2), 447-494
This quasi-experimental study compared the sffects of morphemic and contextual
analysis instruction (MC) with the effects of textbook vacabulary instruction (TV) that
was inteqrated into sodial studies textbaak lessons. The participants were 157 students
in eight fifth-grade classrooms. The results indicated that (a) TV students were mare.
suscessful at learning textbook vocabulary; (b) MC students were more successful at
inferring the meanings of novel affixed words; (c) MC students were more successful at
inferring the meanings of morphologically and contextually decipherable words on a
delayed test but not on an immediate test; and (d) the aroups did not differ on a
comprehension measure ar a social studies learning measure. The results were
interpreted as support for teaching specific vocabulary and morphemic analysis, with
some evidence for the efficacy of teaching contextual analysis.
Link to citation »

Bos, C. S, & Anders, P. L. (1990).

Effects of interactive vocabulary instruction on the vocabulary learning and reading

comprehension of junior-high learning disabled students.

Learning Dissbiliy Quarterly, 13(1), 31-42
Drawing upan theary-driven vocabulary instruction and the vocabulary-reading
comprehension connection, this study compared the effectiveness of three interactive
vocabulary strategies derived from the knowledge hypothesis with dsfinition instruction
derived from the access and instrumental hypotheses. Subjects were 61 learning
dicabled iunior-hiah students. Using content area texts. students particinated in one of
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KIPP San Francisco Bay
P Greelc Myths: Understanding
Academe [CA Word Roots and beaninas
Pocomoke Middle School In this shideshow, 2 seventh-
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KIPP San Francisco Bay Academy (A for Enqlish Learners.
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English lsamars using 3 varisty

In this slideshow, math teacher Maureen Englsh learmers uein

Ferry talks about how she uses

vacabulary games and journals to help Interviews

students develop an understanding of new

wards. View the related sample material,

Middle' School Math Vocabulary Building

Lesson and Related Materials. (5152 min) bout 3 schooluida vocabulary
program being implemented

TRANSCRIPT & DETAILS | PDF | 137 KB Serass content aras dassraams
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‘Approach
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sample Materials
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Lesson and Related Materialz
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Middle School Math: Vocabulary Building
Lesson and Related Materials

Topic
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LESSON PLAN
Maureen Ferry

7% grade Math
January 21, 2009
S0-minute clas period

Objective: By the end o today, students il be able to describe week 19
words snd calculste simple intarest: consumer, invest, investment, inveztar,
imteras, principal, loan, inrest rate

‘Additional important words: earn, borrow, lend, owe

Agenda
00 NOW (5)

" Students complate two problems in their 0o How packsts fo the wesk.
Direct Instruction of vocabulary (15)

+ Teacher uses powerpoint, students use vocabulary journals

 Students enter term intheic journal, repeat term, discuss pradictions of
the dafintion o prior knowledge, taacher shares on possible
escription, students write description, students write/draw an
xample

Dice Game (10)

i pairs, students rol dice to engage in conversation about the words
Basad on whatever they roll, students describe the word, give an
xample, give 2 non-example, spell the word, or use ¢ in  sentence. If
hay rol  ix, hey chocea what they want £ do with the word

Taboo (10)

< i pairs and then 22 3 whole clazz, students dzcribe vocsbulary word: to
their neighbeors and try 1o gt ther o guess the word. They camo use.
any words on the board to describe the vocsbulary.

Sentence Challenge (2)

+ Students wiltake two minutes to quickly form a grammatically correct
Sentence that uses a5 many vocabulary words (old and new) 2 possble

+ They check n with their partners then share with the lass.

Mini Lesson (10)

+ Teacher walks students through simpla interest examples.

 Students walk the teacher through the problem

« Students try problems on their own.

Closer (8)

+ Students complete one interest problem in DO NOW/Closer packet.

« Teacher throws around ball o specific students asking questions
about vocabulary and simple interest

w2
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Term: borrow (v)

+ Description: o take or obtain with the promise
of retuming or repaying

+ Draw New Insight
“Ms. Ferry borrowed

$100 from the bank

with the intention
of paying it back.

Term: invest (v)

Description: To put money, by spending or
purchasing, into Something offering potential
retums, such as interest

+ Draw New Insight
“David invested

$1,100 in the stock

market with the hope |§

of eaming interest”
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Wordafor this week (UNIT 5, WEEK 19)
1. Invesiment
2 Investor
3. Invest (v)
4. Consumer
6. Loan
6. principel
7. Interest
8. Interest rate
‘Addiltional Important words: borrow (v), eam (v), lend (v)
Homework:
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[ vt et ol seriences 4o Comple asionson v e
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ractice Summary  Learn What Works  See How It Works

Ideas for Action Tools & Templates

Provide explicit vocabulary instruction and strategies to help students
become independent vocabulary learners.

Practice Tools

These tools and templates help you use the materials in the "Learn What" and "See How"
sections as you tackle the hard work of school improvement. Each tool is & downloadable
word document that you can edit and adapt to serve your needs.

Learning Together About Schoolwide Vocabulary Instruction
Use this tool to plan activities for an in-service for school staff ta learn about implementing
 schoolwide approach to vocabulary instruction. Content area teachers learn about
expliit vocabulary instruction and embedding vocabulary strategies into their regular
classraom lessans.

(%) DOWNLOAD TOOL | WORD | 161 KB

Lesson Planning: Preparing Content Area Activities
This quick reference guide for preparing vocabulary activities provides content area
teachers with a framewark for thinking about and planning lessans that embed vacabulary
strategies into classroom instruction.

(%) DOWNLOAD TOOL | WORD | 167 KB

Classroom Observation: Improving Yocabulary Instruction
“This abservation plan can be used to facus classraom abservations and help content area
teachers embed vocabulary strategies into regular classroom instruction. The observation
tool offers quidelines for observing vocabulary lessons, discussing feedback, and planning
actions for improvement. In addition, it provides written documentation of the observation
and feedback session.

(%) DOWNLOAD TOOL | WORD | 184 KB

Teacher Self-Assessment: Using Yocabulary Strategies
Reading specialists and language arts curriculum coordinatars can use this tool to help
teachers reflect on ways they are embedding vacabulary strategies into their content area
lessons. In addition, teachers can use this tool for self-assessment of current practice and
a5 2 way to generate ideas for impraving instruction

(%) DOWNLOAD TOOL | WORD | 188 KB





image12.png
recommended practices A~
Vocabulary Instruction > VO¢abulary Instruction

- oS .
Conpranansion ¢
Sraienes ® O ]
oo Tt Discuerion Prachce Summary  Leam What Woks Ses How It Wasks

ctensive itervertion
deas for Action

Provide explicit vocabulary instruction and strategies to help students become
dependent vocabulary learners.

Asie promtes Widdieor igh School Content Area Teacher

Ho can I reach voc sbulary o help my students
Underatand some of the Content- spacinc words in
hetr testbaoks

This idea for action incudes:
O Lusen cxpticit srategies or tssching vocabuter

Retum o zee 0 geas or etons

© Leam explicit strategies for teaching vocabulary.

Leam explicit strategies for eaching
Vocshuly by Staring with  regtew of the
Uocbulary récommandation n the
Froruving Adeiscens Lissscy Bractice
it

Yo €an sizo ey she pltacts vt
Sroviding Exalicn Yocabuny Trstrocsio, T
<2 mare Shou how to dentify wards for
nstruction, ntroduce words i s varisey f
Goptants. and help studencs become
indepandent sacsbulars eamers

For ideas on how o use specific vocabulan
Cifategias, watch 3 mujeiheds oresentation
it ek i v
Consumer hach lazson, and a seuanth-

Fade Enalizh teacher boing yacsbulary
SEtaqiet during 3 lesson on Greck myths.

Basktoten 0

© Planalesson and ask the reading specialist to observe your instructio

Plan  lesson and ask ths raadin
specialist to review it and Thenve your

Use 3 lnzson lsnning ol o el

Teaning provides practice, and promotes





image13.png
=}

[ Doing What Works - Do Wh, &

€« C A | © dww.ed.gov/adolescent-Literacy Nocabulary-Instruction/dojindex.cim?T_ID:

38p_ID=598t=181D=58 wEBeddA

@ Planalesson and ask the reading specialist to observe your instruction.

Plan  lesson and ask ths raadin
specialist to review it and Thenve your

Use 3 lesson planning tyol o help vou
neining orou1e: practice, s promotas
e ofvodabulary Serscegies, This auick
Fefarance guids prosides s framenork for
e Speci sacabul sy Srsies

Dounload the acsutes pacs o sz on
Visuslitamons, and word wallst support
Sridents vocabuiary development:

sk the reading specialist o revieu your
i and besres the 2s2on. Reauact 3
Faadback conferance snd uce the seit-
st el Ve
Sbcsbulary istruction'and how yau an
mprove fukura la55ons.

Basktoten 0

© Share ideas for teaching vocabulary with other content teachers.

Share ideas forteaching vocsbulary uith
b St ey chars Bt e
Fnestings for ceachare s Share ezs, or
Sl eading Specialit o schadule fme
frcalsboraan wmang corbent e

To start the conversation, download and
Be2uE tha

- Consumer math lezzon material shoving

Games, 3 PouerBamt and sz grmants
BN devdlop ocsutary kil snd

- Greek muths lezon materisl thst
ncludes  Tezson pian, word ise
SEaiprment. il goam sciiy
P Vacabulary

Tall sbout what seachers are slready doin
S o U e s

o teaching, A% 5 team, generate 3

Tesource lewsf sustagias and actviies for

ca2chers to share across grades and

Basktoten 0

s start





image1.png
DOINGWHAT

W79RKS

research-based practices online





image10.jpeg
http://dww.ed.gov DOINGWHATW/9RKS




image11.jpeg
Doing What Works
EDgov




