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Highlights of Doing What Works (dww.ed.gov) Professional Development Materials

Adolescent Literacy (AL)
	
	LEARN 
	SEE HOW
	DO

	
	Expert Video Interviews
	Videos, Audios, Slideshows
	Tools

	Vocabulary Instruction
	Mary E. Curtis, Ph.D. 

1. Explicit Vocabulary Teaching Strategies
2. A Classroom Scenario
	1. San Francisco, CA—a math teacher describes the strategies she uses to teach vocabulary

2. Pokomoke, MD—a middle school principal describes a schoolwide vocabulary program 

Plus 2 other media items and 4 sample materials for teaching vocabulary across content areas
	1. Mini-workshop on teaching vocabulary across content areas

2. Lesson planning tool to integrate vocabulary instruction into classroom practice

3. Classroom observation tool for observing vocabulary instruction

	Comprehension Strategies
	Janice Dole, Ph.D.
The Value of Teaching Comprehension Strategies
Don Deshler, Ph.D.
Comprehension Strategies for Struggling Readers
	1. Saline, MI—2 district administrators describe how they worked with teachers to implement a new literacy approach 

2. San Francisco, CA—a social studies teacher describes how she scaffolds reading comprehension with graphic organizers

Plus 2 other media items and 5 sample materials for teaching comprehension strategies, such as: sample lesson plans and teaching materials
	1. Professional development workshop on teaching comprehension strategies

2. Teacher self-assessment tool designed to help teachers reflect on the ways they teach comprehension

3. Guide to selecting text for comprehension strategy instruction 

	Engaging Text Discussion
	Janice Dole, Ph.D.
Engaging Adolescents in Discussions About Text

Michael Kamil, Ph.D.
Improving Comprehension Through Text Discussion: What Does the Research Say?
	1. Saline, MI—a science teacher describes how she uses reading logs to help students discuss challenging text

2. San Francisco, CA—a Humanities teacher describes how she incorporates Literature Circles into her instruction

Plus 3 other media items and 6 sample materials illustrating text discussion, such as: lesson plans, reading logs and rubrics, and templates
	1.  Mini-workshop on the value of engaging text discussion

2. Observation tool to aid in identifying effective components of text discussion

3. Planning tool to prepare for a text discussion

	Intensive Intervention
	Don Deshler, Ph.D. 

Designing Tiered Interventions
	1. Stoughton, MA—an English director describes a schoolwide process for identifying reading needs and planning interventions

2. Pocomoke, MD—a curriculum planner and testing coordinator describes the benchmarking process at her middle school
Plus 2 other media items and 3 sample materials for intensive intervention, including planners and assessments 
	1. Mini-workshop on tiered instruction for struggling readers

2.  Self-assessment tool for schools to reflect on their intervention strategies
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